m. APOLOce 

I TO PLACATE FOES five legisUtibSu** 


.1 decisian «f »*cn limes. I 
nade it beoui>6 ( bfi^e-ve thi* 
action nufia inrtl j^ver« or 
^ai least sorucPartuU reurd die 
refine* 1 


“T^ 

Kelley Asserts He Assailed 
Past Abuses in Bid to Halt 
Restrictive Legislation 


Three day# after the Wett- 
IQ/B trainstcr fpMK, Senate leaders 
reached a^ament on the crea - 1 
lion of a perqianent committee 
Ithat will ovtnee^the Central 
'Intelliaenca Agency, but which | 
will share Ita jurisdiction over| 
!the F3.I. with existing commit - 1 
, lees that have had that respon- ' 
• slbUity for years. The sharing, 
of bureau oversight among the i 
new and older eioxtmg commit- 1 
tees was seen at the time by 
some senatoia as t concession 
to powerful conservative inter- 
ests within that body. 

TEXT or LETTER 
Following is the text of Mr. 
Kelley's letter to Mr. Jones: 
Dear Kaiph: Om having * 
been sooa apprmnsipn ex- 
pressed about my speech at 
niitnn^ itdssoufi. ;4day 8, 
1976. I want to tell you abotrt 
iL 

w«4l Y'Jii isnow,^ the 
lu hifl been recehing 


By JOHN M. CREWDSON 

I fptMi la 7b« Nt«r Yarn TUn«i 

I WASHINGTON, June J6 - 
Clarence M. Kelley, Ibe direc- 
' tor of the Federal Bureau o1 
Investigation, has said private!} 
that his recent apology for the 
bureau's past abuses of it* 
power was made in hopes that 
it "might well prevent or el 
least somewhat retard the pro* 
liferatlon of highly rmiHc live 
legislation" directed xt the 
bureau by Congress. 

The apology, in which Mr., . 

Kelley termed mine of the [ hy 

F.B.rs past inteUigence actiyi- god ^ news me- 

ties "cl^y wrong and quite JiJv hsr *gnwral months 


I indefensible,” was incorporate 
jin a speech deliveiod last May 


8 at Westmmisttr CoQege 
! Missouri. Mr. KsDa/i home 
isUte. .... j| 

I The director did not specify| j 
I the actions to which he 



f erred, nylng only that the 
bureau was ^‘tru^ sorry rva 
were responsible for instsincas 
which now are subject to such ' 
criticism,'* and pohsitag out 
that they had occurred luit 
under his ofwn ndalpiitEMAin, 
but diuing the ■ tt - j fiutf tarhi 
of theTate J. Edgt fll di r er . |rie 
predecessor. ' 

j Letter tolDc^l^lMt' 

I Mr. Xellay'a ' 

hopaTth , ^ 
came at ^ 

|CongrefstQ8id lK|aatt|h1 

the bureau and other in 
'gence agencies, might deter 
, tough new legislative conCrola 
on the bureau’s opermtioni; was 
made in a May 13 let^ to 
Ralph H. Jones, president of 
'the Society of Former Special 
Agents of the bureau. 

Mr. Jonea reproduced Mr. 
Kelle/s letter of explanation, 
which he said had followed Ua 
'personal inquiry to Director 
Kelley for clarification'* of the 
speech and distributed it to 
the society's several thousand 
i members. A copy of the letter 
was obtained by The New Yoiit 
Times. 

In it, Mr. Kelley noted that 
the bureau had been the subject 
of "considerable attention** hf. 
Congress and the press and thiff 
;'vceni news accounts had been 
“most damaging" because they' 
‘imply we are unwilling to 
recognize and admit when ww 
err." 

•Of touiJ*e.** the letter con- 
tinued. "wc all cannot agree 
on what can or should be said.1 
Someune, however, must mak.e| 





“h 

i 


Lately the news accounts 
have been mere frequent, i 
more probatfvo and most 
damaging to our position, 
b.Kausc they imply we are 
j unwilling to recognize and 
sdmlf wlven we err. Coogilis 
I continues to deiaoradnte an.*! 
I inclinatido to atfiousty coit* 
skier wodkU | 

be rif«Sl&ve to il. FranJrfy, j 

"It hint INII be said this . 
feeHng doeq AM reflect tiiat 
of the -est oA tbe-eouiWry. 
That may be aOi M here is 
where CongfeSd fMfiSes and 
it is beer that thqlr ephtions 
are largely fonded. W« fiave 
friends in Cpqgms and ap- 
preciate them. I ooiy wiah 
we h-at move. * - 

”1 tl'srefoie carefully re- 
viewed the rituation arid de- 
cided the time had come to 
make certain admlasiona. 
They were not loeciffc nor 
d^octad al any Individuals. 

issue has now 
Of course, we 
all Ww on what can 

or 2 om lo said. Someone, 
however, must make a deci- 
tM Oft fM^Mhlaa. I made 

pnfflfefhClMi df‘ Idfitf re- 

. ^ MlifC gy^ V «le«lil 

would mvoke some crftJdsm. 

U MR.eoly-mQr't hart 

my action. l am sure you join 
me In the hope the future 
is a more oleassnt one. 

"T want to renew my 
pledee to all the ex-agents to 
do my best to maintain the 
position of ore-eminence for 
the bureau.” 




